Robert McAfee was born February 28, 1849 in County Antrim, Ireland; was educated in Belfast; came to Allegheny in 1869, entering the employ of Oliver Bros. & Phillips, with which firm he remained 24 years. Was elected to Select Council in Allegheny in 1881, and served for 10 years. In 1893 was elected Director of Public Works, which position he held for nine years. Was appointed Commissioner of Banking by Governor Samuel W. Pennypacker, April 13, 1903, which position he resigned upon his appointment as Secretary of the Commonwealth on July 27, 1905. He was reappointed Secretary of the Commonwealth by Governor Edwin S. Stuart on January 16, 1907. 
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